Stitching
& Serving
Since our last newsletter,
prayer shawls were shared
with families of these service
members:

PV2 Vincent Baker
SSG Kevin Diaz
SFC James Smith
SSG Jose A. Pabon Jr.
Please keep these families
In your prayers.

Shawletter

Prayer Shawls for Fallen Soldiers
a network of needle crafters
ministering to families of the fallen
Since 2006, volunteers have given 8,590
handmade prayer shawls

December 2019
Let the pleasure of the Lord our God be on us:
O Lord, give strength to the work of our hands.
Psalm 90:17 (BBE)

We all believe that shawls meet the needs of the recipients.

Sometimes, a shawl IS Jesus.

Thanks to Bonnie Nesbitt for photos of the Nativity
program at Wesley Chapel Mission Center. Shawls are
available to students in the reading room.
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Program Update
The military has been held
accountable for failing to properly
safeguard the personally
identifiable information of family
members on the next-of-kin lists.
As a result, no next-of-kin lists
have been provided since the
middle of October while the issue
was being investigated and
reviewed.
As a result of the program review,
all organizations asking to receive
the next-of-kin lists must explain
how they protect the personally
identifiable information provided
(which we can do) AND be a
registered 501(c)(3) charity
(which we are not and never have
been). Our initial research
indicates becoming a 501(c)(3)
can take several months and cost
around $1500. This would allow
us to continue to receive the
next-of-kin lists, but that privilege
could later be revoked if there
are additional incidents of
unauthorized disclosure of
personally identifiable
information.
We ask your help for the following:

Thanks and Thoughts
From a Mother in
Texas: Upon arriving
home from a day spent
with my dad, I saw the
postal box and
wondered what it
could be. Then I saw
the gift bags, inside the
black shawl, I knew at
once who had sent this
beautiful shawl! I do
apologize for being
selfish when the
request was made for
black and gold. The
blanket with the star
brought warm comfort
for my dad. The shawl
brought a peace to my
heart. I’m a nurse so
I’ve seen prayer shawls

brought to hospice
patients but never
thought much about
what it meant. To have
so many pray for me
and my family. I have
to say that I feel the
love and the prayers
from mother to
mother, sisters in
Christ. My son is with
our Lord and I’m trying
to work through so
many emotions. Thank
you ladies for all you do
and the many lives you
have touched.
From the Parents and
Sister in Iowa: Thank
you so much.

a) Pray that we will make the right choices as we decide whether to file for 501(c)(3) status. The
process requires attorneys, accountants, paperwork and patience.
b) If you keep records of Prayer Shawls provided as part of your association with Prayer Shawls for
Fallen Soldiers, please remove any specific personally identifiable information. For example, instead
of listing Mary Smith of 123 4th Street, Anytown Alabama, edit the list to say “Servicemember’s
Mother in Alabama”. Also, please delete any e-mails from us that provided the name and address.
c) As always, if you learn of the death of a servicemember from your area, please contact us or reach
out and offer a Prayer Shawl to the family. This is especially important while we are not receiving
next-of-kin information.
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